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Festive

Cuisine
Visitors to Seoul often name Korean cuisine as one of the 
memorable highlights of their trip. Everyone has their own 
favorite dish be it Kimchi, Galbi (marinated ribs) or Bibimbap 
(rice topped with sautØed vegetables and Gochujang-Korean 
hot pepper paste). Of course, you can also enjoy a variety of 
world cuisines as well from Middle Eastern Kebabs, Indian 
curries or a wide range of Italian specialities. 

Koreans are a fun loving people and Seoul is a city full of 
festivals and celebrations. Take part to witness the thoughtful 
consideration and kindness of the locals. Seoul celebrates 
some 600 annual festivals including the Hi Seoul Festival, 
which energizes the whole city, the Lotus Lantern Festival and 
the Fireworks Festival.  

Convenient
Seoul is served by two international airports. Incheon 
International Airport is the main one located just 30 
miles from Seoul while Gimpo International Airport is 
just 40 minutes away.  A modern 12 line subway system 
connects every corner of Seoul and has signage, maps and 
announcements in English. Together with the bus-only lane 
system, implemented to prevent traf�c congestion and taxis 
with free interpretation service all combines to make getting 
around Seoul simple and economical.

Hospitable
Seoul offers a warm hospitality to make visitors feel welcome 
and comfortable. Seoul promises to provide not only the 
kindness of its citizens, but also the best services and support 
for the successful hosting of events from start to �nish. This 
is sure to leave a touching memory to event organizers and 
participants alike.
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Security
Seoul has earned a reputation as a city with a high level 
of safety, security and sanitation. Seoul operates the Seoul 
Global Center to provide various services to visitors, the 
Medical Center for Foreigners, and the Call Center providing 
services in various languages to minimize inconvenience to 
foreigners. Most services and facilities are available 24 hours. 
With all the services, Seoul is the clean, sanitary and safe city 
of northeast Asia. 

Seoul Facts

Korea

Seoul

� Population: 10,456,000(Korea�s Population: 48.46 million)   

�  Size: 605.27km2(233.69mi2)  

� Climate: Distinctive four seasons

� �Economic indicators: Accounts for 21% of Korea�s GDP

   (Seoul�s GRDP: KRW 127.175 trillion)

� �2008 UIA World rank 7th (3rd in Asia)  

� �2008 ICCA World rank 9th (2nd in Asia)

Design 
Seoul is a city making public design news. Seoul was 
designated as the World Design Capital (WDC) 2010, a 
competition to promote and encourage the use of design to 
further the social, economic and cultural development of the 
world cities. To complement this effort, starting in 2008, the 
city created The Seoul Design Olympiad, a yearly festival to 
emphasize the importance of design.
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